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But after plenty of hard work, and some behind-the-scenes lobbying, the
result was an epic pipe framed by blus sky sunshine and the world's rapt
attention. Says Pat. “It really helped show the world what we ware all about
as a sport. It showed the best athletes doing what they do.”

After working the spectrum of snowboard events, he points to Vermont
whean asked to pick a favorite, "Every year | really lock forward to the US
Open. There's so much history behind the event, and the caliber of riding that
you see every year is so good. II's a truly broad base of snowboarding from
all over the world. It's not this big Federation-this, and Federation-that thing,
it's just an open event.”

Pat's initial interest in shaping came from a personal desire to ride qual-
ity terrain, but his affinity for big machinery keeps him stoked on the job. He
says, "l like heavy equipment. If | see an excavalor, I'll just stop on the side
of the road and watch it work,” Then he daydreams, “If | owned five acres
and you could just buy all this giant eguipment and have business men come
out of their high-rise towears and move dirt all day — that would be a really
cool business.”

Another factor he credits lor daveloping shaping skills is a "constant
feedback loop™ between riders, riding, and shaping. He says that riding mare
is one of his business goals because, "Most of your inspiration and motivation
comes from riding.”

His exciternent carries over to lhe next gen crop of rider/shapers. He
observes, "There’s a lot of new blood in the operating community as far as
guys who snowboard and ski: now you've got so many skiers and snow-
boarders who know what they're trying to build. They just look at it from that
vantage point. That's helped the curve of the whole industry, just by having
that influx people who want to operate equipment because they have that
love of ricling.”

But Pat cautions that & long leamning curve, combined with a high
burnout factor may pose serious challenges for resorts in retaining talented
employees. Crealting his own solution. Pat is looking to establish operator
camps as a way to impart his black art. He sees this flow of information, as
well as continued mechanical advancements, as critical to ensuring the pro-
gression of sculpted terrain,

He also craves the opportunity to create a signature park. “Building a
park is probably the most enjoyable thing you can do, because you can
always add something and change it and make it better. It doesn’t have to be
this static thing. I's hard to get from A o Z with something like a park. It's this
process of re-adjusting and rebuilding and tweaking. | hate going to a park
situation where you just ses this same lump of snow that’s been there the
whole time. Because | think you can always make stuff better.”

Pat's dream job as professional shaper may leave many envious, bul
some aspects of his work detract from his snowboarding. He reflects on the
downsides: “The mountain which has always been your solace, the place you
go to lose yourself, becomes your place of work, which is a weird mixture.”
And he says. "The hardest thing is sitting on an ice cube somewhere and lis-
tening to your wife tell you that Bachelor had two feet of snow last night.”

When the hectic schedule of world travel and high profile events does
deal him some rare days off, you'll find this long-haul cat-driver heading home
to Bend to catch up with his wife, Victoria, and his sixteen-month old son,
Dylan. And the next time you're up around Mt Bachelor, you may calch a
glimpse of him tearing around on his sled, sneaking a few tree runs on
Northwest. or sampling some finely crafted hits in the park, because as he so
simply puts it, "Just going snowboarding without a care in the world is my
favorite thing to do." A
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or many. getting the early tram at Jackson Hole or hopping an A-star

helibirdl in Valdez are recurring dreams which may some day, if all the

" planets are aligned, come true. But for Jamie Weeks, sampling these

buffets of exceptional terrain are all in a day's work. Every marning,

from Decermber to May, Jamie's vocation as a backcountry guide, provides
access to some of the best steep and deep in the world.

Splitting his seasons between Jackson Hole Resort and Valdez Heli Ski
Guides, Jamie's job is clearly the envy of most. But as the only snowboard
guide in both Jackson and Valdez, his sideways-only approach sets him
apari from the rest of his peers. Even though some guides go both ways,
Jamie’s non-skier status makes him an anomaly in the historically four-
edged occupation.

Gelting his start in 1989, he first taught urban refugees on the slopes of
Hunter Mountain, He soon looked west to Wyoming for plentiful powder,
voluminous whitewater and a chance to soak up some backwoods knowl-
edge. After endless rounds of certification, seasons of snowboard school
purgatory and a two-season internship as a shadow guide — he finally
entered the ranks of the backcountry chosen. Jamie stresses that breaking
down knuckle-dragger sterectypes provided additional motivation recount-
ing, “One of the things which got me into guiding up in Alaska, was five years
ago when Theo, who owns Alaska Rendezvous Guides, told me that there
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was no way a snowboarder would ever guide in Valdez. | heard that and |
wanted to do it even more.”

Jamie also says that his summers guiding on the river helped him move
through the ranks, “Getting people safely through shit wasn't a new experi-
ence for me. | started guiding class five whitewater when | was seventeen
years old in West Virginia.” He also adds that his wilingness to learn and
adapt played a critical role in his progression. He says that in Jackson, “There
are so many incredible riders, snow-scientists and guides who live here.
There's always somebody in this town who knows more than you do. And in
Alaska, we have incredible resources — people who have spent years in the
Chugach and when | get around them I'm just a sponge. | just try to absorb
as much information as possible.”

When guiding clients, Jamie's first priorities are “Safety and having fun.”
But he views the backcountry experience with a broader perspective: “It's not
just about going downhill and looking like the folks in the videos. It's about just
being out there and enjoying the mountains and enjoying the experience. And
if | get to bring people to that, that’s what gets me stoked.”

And considering his choice of mountain playgrounds, embracing the
environment seems a reasonable goal. He cites the steep terrain and consis-
tent snowpack as the main factors in the allure of the Tetons. “Fortunately at
Jackson, I'm blessed to have the kind of terrain where | can keep leaching
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